TYPICAL    WEAKNESS    OF    THE    ANGIEN    REGIME
the fundamental ideas of the two revolutions. But the two are
alike in that the Revolution of Nihilism, like the Revolution of the
Rights of Man, takes the form of an incessant process of in-
novation in opposition to an Ancien Regime. This is the card that
is played, plausibly and impressively, in the way suited to each
particular quarter approached. And it is this card that gives
Hitler his undeniable advantage over his opponents. National
Socialism, as the political power behind this revolution, comes
forward, in a thousand propagandist disguises, always as the force
of the New, of Youth, against the Old, the Sterile, the Stick-in-the-
mud. The Nazi despots have never tired of pointing out that new
world empires and a "new order" can be created and maintained
only by means of new governing ideas. It is not the hundred
million allies of Great Britain in all the nations of Europe that will
in themselves determine the issue of the conflict; they will do so
only if they are inspired by a great common idea of a world order
that differs from that offered to them by National Socialism. That
common idea must not be a mere alternative; it must carry the
day by the conviction it inspires through its ethical superiority and
its clear exposition. But it must be at least the equal of the Nazi
idea in breadth and scope, a universal solution that can be set over
against the Nazi aspiration to unbounded world dominion.
The Typical Weakness of the "Ancien Regime"
Typical of the attitude of mind of the elements of the ancien
regime to the new revolutionary elements is, above all, the doubt of
their own powers and the exaggeration of the unknown aggressive
powers of the revolutionaries. From this attitude of mind proceeds
a policy of appeasement and attempted dissuasion, instead of
meeting the revolutionary elements at the outset with strong and
resolute resistance. The ancien regime is lacking in the instinct of
self-preservation. It has lost the sure instinct of every living being
as to the things that are serviceable or harmful. It is characteristic
of the ancien regime at all times that it loses its sense of proportion.
It boggles at trifles, and it does not see the actually effective forces
that face it. It is easily bluffed. Consequently it usually does the
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